Detection of hepatitis C virus RNA in chronic non-A, non-B liver disease.
Serum samples were tested for detection of hepatitis C virus (HCV) RNA from 156 patients with chronic non-A, non-B liver disease. HCV RNA was detected in 121 (93.8%) of 129 patients positive for anti-C100-3 but was also found in 15 (55.6%) of 27 patients negative for anti-C100-3. The rate of positivity for HCV RNA was not significantly different among various stages of liver diseases. These results showed that HCV continues to replicate even in advanced liver disease and that it seems to be related to half of the cases of chronic non-A, non-B liver disease negative for anti-C100-3.